REIMAGINE
REDESIGN
RENOVATE

Your guile to planning a home remodel

EY S ARA BRUSKIN

aybe wou've rmoved into o new house

and want to custornize it o fit your style.

Maybe you've been stharing ot the sarme
wialls for vears and feel the need forchange. Maybe
a tree carme through your wall during the last storm
and now you have fo rencvate, but let's hope nat.
‘Whatever the irmpetus, horme rerodels are big
undertakings that can be daunting, especially if
you've never planned one before. We talked fo local
experts foradvice fo get you started.

Dream It Up

“fou don't need to have a meticulous plan in your
head before approaching the pros, but you should
have a pretty good idea of what rooms wou want to
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change and what style you're hoping fo achisve. If
wou see several rencvation projects on the horizon
and #t's in your budget to fackle themn all ot once,
Court Earp of Court Earp Interior Designs in Boulder
recormmends doing so. "t better if we get # all
designed into one pockoge and then approach
a builder, because that's o rmuch rmore aftractive
project o get a builder’s attention than something
smrall” With so rmuch competition for contractors
right noew, you need every edge you can get.

“fou'll want to gather ezarnples of horme designs
you love, to help canvey your personal taste and
expectations to the tearm you end up working
with. Collect photes in @ Houzz ideabook, Pinterest
board or binder of rrogazine clippings. "The more,
the better” says Scott Rodwin of Rodwin Architec-
ture and Skyoostle Construction in Boulder. He akao
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Through our knowledge & experience, we'll translate your dreams into a practical design that adds value to your property & quality of
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PERK UP YOUR HOME
WITH FRESH PAINT!

We love to paintl

Sesing the transformation that occurs
from final strokes is what inspires us.

We offer the newest techniques, color
palettes and decorative finishes.
Certified in Faux affects and custom
cabinet refinishing. Exterior experts

= Woman-owned with over
%‘B 14 years painting experience!

£all Fer Qur Winter Spacials - 303-549-33
thahousawhispererpainting.com
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Set Your Budget

This step i going to vary depending on your
financial situgtion and whether you're drowing
frarnyour savings orgoing to o bank for o cash-
out refinance, horme equity lan or line of credi,
personal koan, or ather option. Discuss the pros
ard cons of each with a banker you trust and
decide how ruch you're wiling to spend on the
pleect.‘When you hire your tear, be clear with
thern about this nurrber and whetherit's a hard
line that you can't afford to g0 CWer or O pre-
ferred budget with sorme flexibility,

Earp odvises hic clients fo get as rmuch of their
purchasing done atthe beginning of their projects
as passible, especially the apphances. "Becouse
of supply-chain pmblere, purchasing tirelines
are all over the place’” he says. Manufacturing
and ship'ping delays won't be as detrimental
i you order iterms long before you nead themn,
Even so, unexpected complications are all but
guaranteed in a rermodeling project. Controc-
tors plan for this by including a ‘contingency’
in_their client ogreerment—an armount foctored
into the budg‘et‘ far un|j|c|n.ned changes. K you
planyour rernodel with an clr\—;hitect oncies_igneu
Rodwin advises a _chtiﬁgenc? that _CIn’D;InfS o
15 percerit of the overall project cost, or up to 25
pencent without, “The rnare o 's|.3end:0n good
design and engineering drwings. the less you
have to spend on contingencies” he says.
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Hiring local is especially important
in Boulder County, where permits
are required for nearly everything,
and professionals in this area
know all the hoops they'll have to
jump throngh.

recornmends annotating the photos with comrments
about which parts of the design wou like and which
aspects you don't care for. Love the style of those
built-in shebses, but hate the room'’s color scheme?
Nate it

In oddition to phatographic inspimtion, compile o
list of whatyou want frormthe rermod el—architectural
features, spoce and kocation detaik, appliance wish
lists, and s0 on. Feel free to include rmore abstract
requests like "better flow” and "rrore kid-friendhe”
“four anchitect aor designer can rake suggestions to
achieve thesegoak lateran.

Gathering the Team

The nextstep ina hare rermadel isfiguring outwho
to hire. Rodwin says most projects should start with
a designer ar architect. "Their plans give the con-
tractor more inforrmation to get a more occunate
estimate far the praject bid!" Establish ed designers
and architects have trusted contractors, structural
engineers and other specialists they enjoy working
with, so you also get the benefit of their profes-
sional contacts.

Ifthe plan includes extensive structural, plurb-
ing, electrical or mechanical changes, you're gaoing
towant an architect invalved. Hiring local & espe-
cially impartant in Boulder County, where permits
are required for nearly everything, and profession-
als in this area knoow all the hoops they'll have 1o

Jurmnp through. 'In the city and county of Boulder,
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green building regulations are aka very rigorous,
=0 it's imporant fo work with sormecne familiar

with the process) Rodwin says. Fora rerodel that
requires only cosmetic work, an interior designer is
agood choice.

If you have a strang sense of style, it ray be
ternpting fo skip the designer and go it alone, but
designers have product knowledge that goes
beyond aesthetic appeal. They know which brands
exhibit good croftsrmanship, which  companies
skirnp on rmaterial qualiy and which iterrs age
poorly in our climate. Earp points to the sofa os a
prirne example: 'If #'s mode with a wood frame,
here in Colorada, that frame can dry and crock,
and in five or ten years, you have a broken sofa?

Localdesigners are alsa fluent inthe Boulder County
permit process.

In wour search for the right pecple, ask friends
and farnily for referrak and research the compa-
nies online. Be sure to look at their portfolics to get
asenseof their work and get multiple quotes for the
project fo compare projected costs.

Got It Covered?

"Let yourinsurance cormpany know you are doing a
rermcdel or renovation before you start” sovs Rick
Bakerof Rick Baker Insurance in Boulder. Keeping
wour insurance contoct in the loop will help you
awoid headoches down the road: "Sorme compa-
nies will have a special construction deductible if
you oo nat notify thern. Aka, if you are vacating the
prerrises during the renooation, there may be a
wacant horne deductible thatapplies ifthe cormpany
s not notified of the rencwvation!” Mast irnportantbe,
if renceations increase the replocement cost of a
hormne by rrore than five percent and the insurance
cormpany i not informed, this can void the dwelling
guarantee ooveroge.

Baker also recomrrends getting a certificate of
insurance from your controctor to rake sure they
have general iabiliy and workers commp ensation cov-
erage. Cnce that's sguared away, you're good to go!

5o, take a deep breath, oocept the fact that some-
thing will go wrong (but it will be okay), gather your
inspiration and rake the first call. &
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