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No home is fireproof, but these strategies
will make your home fire-resistant.

By Scott Rodwin & Ron Flax

IN THE WAKE OF THE Fourmile Canyon Fire that destroyed 169
homes in Boulder County, learning how to create a fire-resistant
house is on the minds of many residents. Though there’s no such
thing as a fireproof home, you can substantially mitigate the dan-
ger with these 10 strategies:

| Defensible Zones

Creating a defensible zone around your home is the first line of
protection. Remove all trees within at least 15 feet of your home.
If the trees are dense or of mixed species, expand the zone to
30 feet. Space trees at least 10 feet apart, and remove the lower
limbs on mature trees within 100 feet of your home (if the trees
are dense or mixed, increase that to 200 feet). Surround your
home with nonflammable materials such as gravel, stone or con-
crete. For landscaping, use low ground covers or short grasses.
Bury propane tanks or give them their own defensible zone.
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_Decks & Fences

Decks are often constructed with standard
wood-framing lumber, which is not only
easily combustible but a dangerous fuel
source right at your doorstep. The saf-
est decks are built from noncombustible
materials like stone, metal and concrete.
There are also fire-resistant hardwoods
and composite decking materials on the
market, but be sure to check the manu-
facturers’ literature for fire-resistance rat-
ings. If fire can attack these structures
from below, they are especially at risk, so
if possible enclose decks to the ground.

Use noncombustible materials such
as metal or masonry for fences or other
items that attach directly to your home.
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) Exterior Construction
Materials

Choose noncombustible exterior materi-
als like stone, cementitious stucco, brick,
metal, fiber cement siding or concrete. If
you use wood on the exterior, specify heavy
timbers—4-by-6’s or larger—instead of 2-by
dimensional lumber, as heavier timbers are
harder to ignite. Fire-resistant paints and
coatings can help protect homes that have
combustible exterior materials, but they
have to be reapplied regularly to maintain
their effectiveness. Boulder County does
not typically accept these coatings as alter-
natives to noncombustible materials.

Perhaps the single most important sur-
face to consider is roofing. Use a Class A
fire-rated material (required in all Boulder
County mountain communities), such as
metal, clay tile, concrete or composite
asphalt shingles. Keep in mind that some
other materials, such as molded plastic
shingles, only achieve a Class A rating
when they’re part of a rated assembly that
includes a fire-resistant underlayment, like
DensDeck Roof Board.
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From grandiose backyard swimming
pools to intimate indoor soaking spas,
Aquality Construction will let you dip
your toe into luxury. Our beautiful
pools and spas are personalized to
your desires — as basic or elaborate
as you want. Quartz, tile-mosaic,
waterfalls, fiber-optic lighting... jump
right into the pool of your dreams.

303.469.2229
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